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ABSTRACT 



Designed for teachers and parents, this pamphlet addresses 
academic acceleration for gifted children and offers brief descriptions of 
some major types of acceleration along with issues of assessment and 
appropriateness for each. Early admission to kindergarten is described as 
attractive because it allows children to be accelerated without the 
disruption of social life and curriculum that later grade skipping might 
cause. Primary school advancement may cause concerns about serious 
difficulties such as loss of friendships with age peers, difficulty fitting 
in with the new class, and problems with both emotional and physical 
maturity, however, most research studies on grade skipping have not found 
these commonly feared effectsT Many high schools and middle schools offer- a 
wide range of acceleration options. Because students are with their age 
peers, there are fewer concerns about possible detrimental effects. The last 
type of academic acceleration described is early college entrance, one of the 
most controversial acceleration practices. Advantages include increased 
likelihood of pursing graduate studies and increased motivation due to an 
appropriate level of challenge. Possible negatives include difficulty with 
peer relations and regret at missing out on normal high school and college 
experiences. (CR) 
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Research 

Facts 




G rouping students by chronological age has been 
a common practice in classrooms in the United 
States for only the last century or so. Acceleration 
was used, with some frequency, in the one-room 
schoolhouses of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

(Brody & Stanley, 1991, p. 103; Benbow, 1998, p. 281) 



E ducational practitioners generally regard early 
entrance and acceleration as unacceptable 
options for meeting the educational needs of gifted 
children and feel that they jeopardize social- 
emotional adaptation. 

(Jones & Southern, 1991 , p . 53) 



R ogers challenged the idea that acceleration may 
have negative consequences for gifted learners. 
Her 1991 research synthesis suggests that most 
acceleration options have minimal social and 
emotional effects. 

(Rogers, 1991, p. 24) 



Information in this practitioners’ guide is based on: 

Benbow, C. P. (1998). Acceleration as a method for meeting the 
academic needs of intellectually talented children. In J. VanTassel- 
Baska (Ed.), Excellence In educating gifted and talented learners (pp. 
279-294). Denver Love Publishing. 

Brody, L. E., & Stanley, J. C. (1991). Young college students: 
Assessing factors that contribute to success. In W. T. Southern & E. D. 
Jones (Eds ), The academic acceleration of gifted children (pp. 102- 
132). New York: Teachers College Press. 

Cornell, D. G., Callahan, C. M., Bassin, L. E., & Ramsay, S. G. 
(1991). Affective development in accelerated students. InW. T. 
Southern & E. D. Jones (Eds.), The academic acceleration of gifted 
children (pp. 74-101). New York; Teachers College Press. 

Jones, E. D., & Southern, W. T. (1991). Objections to early entrance 
and grade skipping. In W. T. Southern & E. D. Jones (Eds ), The 
academic acceleration of gifted children (pp . 5 1 -73) . N ew York: 
Teachers College Press. 

Robinson, N. M., & Weimer, L J. (1991). Selection of candidates for 
early admission to kindergarten and first grade. In W. T. Southern & E. 
D. Jones (Eds ), The academic acceleration of gifted children (pp. 29- 
50). New York: Teachers College Press. 

Roge rs , K . B . (1991). The relationship of grouping practices to the 
education of the gifted and talented learner. (RBDM 9101). Storrs, CT: 
University of Connecticut, The National Research Center on the Gifted 
and Talented. 
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What is the NRC/GT? 

The National Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented (NRC/GT) is funded under the Jacob K. 
Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act, 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement, 
United States Department of Education. The mission 
of the NRC/GT is to plan and conduct theory-driven 
quality research that is problem-based, practice- 
relevant, and consumer-oriented. 

Products available from The National 
Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented... 

Research-Based Decision Making Series 
These papers are designed to advise practitioners 
and policymakers about the most defensible 
practices that can be implemented based on 
accumulated research evidence. 

Research Monographs 

Research Monographs describe research studies 

completed by the NRC/GT. 

Practitioners 1 Guides 

These tri-fold brochures feature easy-to-understand 
research findings coupled with practical implications 
for classrooms and homes on topics of interest to 
educators and parents. 

Video Training Tapes 
Tapes are available of all our popular teacher 
training modules. Reproducible teacher resource 
guides are included with each tape. 

Resource Booklets 

These include information on various topics or 
sources of information in the field of gifted and 
talented education. 

Collaborative Research Studies 

Applied or action research is featured rather than a 

review of extant literature. 

University of Connecticut 
The National Research Center 
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